WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT, ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL COUNSELLORS IN NIGERIA (APROCON), PROFESSOR OSOROCHI PATRICIA OBI, AT THE 9TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE HELD FROM AUGUST 5 - 9, 2025 AT MICHAEL OKPARA UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE, UMUDIKE, ABIA STATE.

PROTOCOL

With immense pleasure and gratitude, I welcome you all to the 9th Annual International Conference of the Association of Professional Counsellors in Nigeria (APROCON), proudly tagged APROCON ABIA 2025. It is an honour to host you here in the land of transformation-Abia State-under the visionary leadership of His Excellency, Dr. Alex Chioma Otti, the pride and blessing of Ndi Abia. Please join me to appreciate His Excellency, the Executive Governor of Abia State, and his team.

We are privileged to host this conference at this magnificent New Modern Public Lecture Theatre of Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Umudike, a testimony to the visionary leadership of our Chief Host, Prof. Maduebibisi Ofo Iwe, FNIFST, CFS, FIAFoST. His unwavering commitment to excellence in academia and student welfare is inspiring. Today, we proudly honour him as APROCON Ambassador. We remain indebted for his numerous contributions towards the hosting of this conference.

Permit me to also specially acknowledge Elder Goodluck Chinedu Ubochi, Commissioner for Basic and Secondary Education, for his unwavering support, particularly towards the capacity-building workshop organized by APROCON Abia Chapter in partnership with the Department of Guidance and Counselling, MOUAU.

Our heartfelt appreciation also goes  to Prof. Uche Eme-Uche, Honourable Commissioner for Tertiary Education, for her strong commitment to repositioning tertiary education in the state and her generosity in supporting this conference.

Mrs. Ngozi Ugo Onwubiko, Executive Secretary, Secondary Education Management Board (SEMB), who ensured the participation of school-based counsellors through active mobilization and financial support is recognized and highly appreciated. Thank you, Ma.

Mrs. Lydia Ezihe Onuoha, Chairperson of ASUBEB, we thank you for maintaining Abia’s leadership position in the basic education sector and for your support for for APROCON.

In the same spirit, we proudly confer the Excellence in Service Award on Captain Chris Ona Najomo, JP, CMW, Director General of the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority, for his impactful leadership in the Aviation Industry and for his generous support to APROCON Abia chapter to host this conference. We also recognize Dr. Rebecca Eyiuche Aghadinazu as APROCON Beacon for her outstanding contributions to the growth of our association especially in Abia State. We look forward to deepening our collaboration with you all. Congratulations.

Today, we are privileged to listen to a distinguished array of scholars:

Dr. Okey Theodore Nworgu, keynote speaker and expert in conflict management and peace studies.

Prof. Otete C. Okobiah, who will join us virtually from the United States.

Prof. Olujide Adekeye, Director of the African Leadership Development Centre, Covenant University, Otta.

Dr. Bilhatu Kumah Dagari, renowned academic from ABU, Zaria

Engr. Prof. L. I. Oborkhale, who will lead a skill-building session on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Counselling.

We are deeply honoured by your presence and sacrifice.

We extend a warm welcome to all Professors of Counselling in APROCON (over seventy in number), whose legacies continue to shape the future of the counselling profession; and to our respected elders and founding figures and esteemed members of this enviable Association.  

To our revered royal father, Eze Ben Oriaku, the Dike 1 of Umudike Ukwu, thank you for gracing this event and adding colour to our gathering. Eze biri kwe ooo. I ga di.

To our special guests - Principal Officers of the University, Deans and Directors, Heads of Departments and Units, staff of MOUAU, Friends and well wishers, all our participants here today - welcome and thank you. Your presence, despite numerous challenges, is deeply appreciated. To our student members, you are the future of our noble profession. we specially recognize your presence and urge you to actively participate, network, and absorb the vast knowledge available during this conference.

Join us to celebrate our esteemed colleagues who were recently elevated to new positions: 

Prof. Bayode Popoola – Vice-Chancellor, Adeyemi Federal University of Education, Ondo

Prof. Akolade Lapite – Professor, Lagos State University of Education

Prof. Adedayo Daodu – Professor and DVC, LASUED

Prof. Ahmad Muhammad Garba – Professor, BUK

Prof. Yomi Akindele-Oscar– Director of Quality Assurance, OOU, Ogun State

Prof. Veronica Makinde Ibitola – Professor, BOUESTI, Ikere Ekiti

Prof. Olusegun Adeleke Oba-Adenuga - Professor and Director Wuse ii study centre, NOUN, Abuja

Dr. Theresa Ijeoma Wabara – Director and Associate Dean, Gregory University, Uturu.

Dr. Longe Olubukola – Associate Professor, University of Lagos

Dr. Ayodele Olubunmi Womiloju - Principal General, Ogun State Teachers’ Service Commission

Mr. Muhammad Miftahu Alade – Assistant Director, Education, Lagos State

We are proud of their accomplishments and celebrate them.
THEMATIC FOCUS

Conflict remains an inherent aspect of human relationships. Nigeria has faced diverse conflicts—insurgency, terrorism, communal clashes,brutality by law enforcement agencies ,separationist movements, and more. Effective conflict resolution is vital for national unity. This conference will delve into transformative counselling practices for conflict resolution, emphasizing mediation, arbitration, and alternative dispute resolution.

COUNSELLORS IN THE AGE OF AI

As professional counsellors, we uphold the sanctity of human connection - spaces built on empathy, trust, and compassion that engenders change. This does not negate the rise of AI. Instead, we must strike a balance where technology supports, not supplants, our mission.

Demis Hassabis, CEO of Google AI, notes that AI will create valuable jobs, especially for those prepared to leverage it. By 2030, Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) may rival human capacity. We must equip ourselves to adapt. This  underscores our inclusion of AI and Counselling in our programme - to prepare members for the evolving professional landscape.

 ELEVATING OUR PROFESSION

Counselling is not only vital - it is essential. It promotes wellness across physical, psychological, educational, and vocational domains for all age groups. Yet awareness and access remain limited, hindered by structural barriers and stigma. Many believe counselling is for those with “serious” problems. This myth must be challenged by aggressive sensitization to the general public of what counselling is and can do. Everyone needs counselling - especially evidence-based, professional support from professional counsellors.

We urge:

Governments at all levels to establish functional, well-equipped counselling centres in schools in Nigeria.

Counsellor educators to provide rich theoretical and practical training to students to adequately equip them to deliver professional counselling services.

Associations like APROCON to initiate community-based outreach programmes addressing issues like drug abuse among youths.
THE APROCON BILL AND THE ROAD AHEAD

Our Professors are working diligently to ensure that APROCON Bill is passed and assented to. Once enacted, it will provide a regulatory framework, establish professional standards, and enable counsellors to operate legally in private practice.

However, the first step is public enlightenment. People must understand what counselling is and how it alleviates human suffering for them to seek counselling.To get that rolling,

We shall:

Identify skill gaps among counsellors.

 Organize capacity-building workshops across zones.

 Promote global best practices using digital tools and platforms.

 GRATITUDE

To our State Chairpersons and their executive members - you are the foot soldiers of this association. What we see today is a reflection of your tireless dedication.Thank you. All the state contingents, we recognize you and acknowledge your presence. welcome to Abia State.

We are grateful to Prof Ike Nwachukwu - a counselling enthusiast- who graciously accepted to chair this occasion. 

To the Local Organizing Committee (LOC)—you are phenomenal. Thank you. Thank you all for your attention.

Gentlemen of the press, thank you for your presence. We hope you will gather enough facts for reportage. 

FINALLY

As we reflect on the rich exchanges, new friendships, and professional inspiration gained from this conference, let us carry forward the momentum, ideas, and renewed energy into our respective corners of the nation. The future of professional counselling in Nigeria depends on our collective dedication to excellence, ethics, and empathy.

APROCON!!! WE COUNSEL, GOD SUSTAINS!

Long live APROCON!!

Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria!!!

PROFESSOR OSOROCHI PATRICIA OBI

President, APROCON



